TIPS FOR WRITING ANALYTICAL HISTORY ESSAYS

Tip Number 1: Organize your paper as an argument
· The introduction should present a well-developed thesis, which can be (and often should be) longer than 1 sentence.  A 2-3 sentence thesis is not unusual.  A thesis statement is not a thesis until it has answered a “how” and/or a “why” question.  Simply restating the prompt does not give you a thesis.
· Examples of strong and weak thesis statements that answer the prompt “Why did states in the north and south come to have such differing cultures and how central was slavery to the split between the North and the South?
· Weak thesis that merely restates the prompt: “The North and South developed different cultures and slavery was one factor that drove the sectional crisis.” [This doesn’t count as a thesis because it doesn’t tell the reader how or why the North and South developed different cultures and it doesn’t take a position on the extent to which slavery was essential to the sectional divide.]
· Strong thesis: “The North and South came to have profoundly different cultures due to their contrasting visions of economic and social progress. More than any other factor, slavery caused the split between the regions because it threatened the social and economic goals of the North and because the “gag rules” and fugitive slave laws that protected Southern political power threatened Northerners’ view of republicanism.  [Note how this thesis answers a “why” question.]
· Use the topic sentences of the paragraphs in the body of your paper to help you advance your argument. A good way to sustain a strong sense of argument throughout your paper is to craft strong topic sentences that refer back to your thesis.

Tip Number 2: Watch paragraph length  
· Paragraphs should not exceed one page—a typical paragraph is 4-8 sentences long.  
· When you have written an overly long paragraph, as many of us do in our first drafts, chances are the paper has begun to ramble or lose its focus.  Find an appropriate break and construct a new topic sentence for your newly created paragraph.
· If you have written an overly short paragraph (3 sentences or less), chances are you have not sufficiently developed your ideas.
· When revising, make sure that the topic sentences of paragraphs accurately reflect the content of the paragraph.  

Tip Number 3: Save time to revise your paper
· Often we do not really figure out what we are trying to say until we finish writing a first draft.  In subsequent drafts, good writers will need to sharpen their thesis statement, create better transitions between paragraphs, and strengthen the topic sentence of paragraphs.  
· When you edit your paper, make sure that you maintain a consistent verb tense.  In history papers, a good rule of thumb is to keep everything in the past tense.


  
